Smart Harbors
Raising the Standard
Winter 2021
Why become a Virginia
Clean Boater?
By adopting pollution prevention
measures, Virginia Clean Boaters
can take satisfaction in knowing
they are doing their part to:
• Keep Virginia waterways clean.
• Preserve our waterways for the
future.
• Learn and teach clean boating
habits.

Please Send Us Your News!
Do you have a new and exciting
method for managing recyclables
at your facility? Are there any regulatory items that you would like
addressed? Has your facility won
an award, hired a new manager or
purchased a fancy pump-out boat?
If you have any news that you
would like included in the Clean
Marina Newsletter, Smart Harbors,
please let us know. This is a quarterly newsletter with the next issue
scheduled for Winter 2021 and
we would like to include information from the marina community.
Comments or
questions please
email VCMP:
askVCMP@vims.
edu or call
804-684-7768

Gas Station Pump Labels Are Supposed to Warn Boaters Against
Putting the Wrong Fuel in the Tank; Survey Reveals They Fail Miserably
Respondents favor prototype E15 warning label 4-to-1 over existing label
SPRINGFIELD, Va., Dec. 2, 2020
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Virginia Marine Trades Association (VMTA) Conference is January 27th. Register Now!
VMTA’s Annual Conference will
be held virtually on Wednesday,
January 27th 2021. The registration link is open now. With speakers
addressing topics that range from
customer service to marine recycling,
our conference will be FREE for
members.
Tickets are available for $25 to
non-members. Register for our Virtual
Conference by clicking here.
Membership to the VMTA gives
you AMI (Association of Marina
Industries) membership benefits.
This year AMI, Association of Marina
Industries, will also be holding their
conference virtually.
AMI’s conference is geared specifically toward marina and boatyard
owners, operators and managers,
as well as dock masters, harbormasters, boat builders and repairers,
and industry consultants. The AMI
Conference & Expo is where dedicated marina professionals gather to

exchange information, talk about the
future of the industry, and get down
to business!
Attendees of AMI’s conference
will have access to all pre-conference
workshops, educational training,
a virtual exhibit hall for all marina
needs, interactive product demos,
and participation in conference social
events. You can find out more about
AMI’s conference schedule by clicking
here.
More information and pricing
information is available here.
As a result of our ongoing relationship with AMI, the VMTA has an
opportunity to obtain a group rate
for AMI’s full virtual conference.
In order to secure the group
rate, we will need certain levels of
participation. If you are interested
in attending AMI’s conference and
would like a group rate, please click
here and answer a short four question survey.

It’s Time for the Midwinter Visit to the Boat: 8 Secrets for a
Safe Checkup
ANNAPOLIS, Md. – It’s midwinter
which means it’s time to check up
on your vessel in storage. Why?
How your boat fares over the long
and, in some cases, brutal winter
will help ensure a timely spring
launch. However, checking up on a
boat during winter requires unique
seasonal safeguards according to the
BoatUS Foundation for Boating Safety
and Clean Water. U.S. Coast Guard
statistics show that January has the
most number of accidents that result
in death. Here are eight tips for doing
it safely:
≈If your boat is stored in the water,
consider making a visit with a
friend. That’s because there’s a
good chance that in the dead of
winter no one would hear a potential call for help if you accidentally
slipped and fell overboard.
≈If there’s ever a reason to wear a
life jacket, now may be the time,

especially if you’re solo. A simple
little slip could have big consequences, and a life jacket could buy
you the time for self-rescue, which
tees up the next tip:

VMTA Conference Speakers
Congressman Rob Wittman,
US Representative of the 1st Congressional District
Responding to Customer
Complaints:
Steve Zimmerman, Zimmerman Marine
Exploring The Benefits of a Third
Party Marina Management:
Brian Arnold, Oasis Marinas Management
Industry Trends and Legislative
Outlook:
Jason Ortega, LobbyIt
Eric Kretsch, AMI
Marine Recycling Program Update:
Evan Ridley, RIMTA

VMTA Conference Sponsorship
Opportunities
Send an email to info@virginia
boatlovers.com for details about
sponsorship opportunities - you
can have your business information
included in our digital programs
which will be distributed to attendees
and more!

move tools and supplies to keep
your hands free to hold the ladder.

≈Fluffy snow can be deceptively
slick, so save the smooth-soled boat
shoes for the summer and wear
something with traction. According
to BoatUS Marine Insurance, slip
and falls are a common claim
occurring in a marina.

≈Heavy snow loads can add tremendous weight. Now is the time
to ensure any tarps or coverings
haven’t been loosened and enough
pitch remains to slough off snow
and ice. As during boating season,
always “keep one hand on the
boat” when adjusting covers or
lines that are difficult to reach.

≈Be extremely careful if using a
ladder when boarding a boat
stored in the marina yard or on a
trailer. Ensure it is firmly planted,
secure it with a line at the top to
avoid shifting, and if possible,
have a friend hold it when you’re
ascending/descending. Use bucket
and line tied to a cleat to help

≈Shoveling or chipping away ice on
your boat may cause damage. A
stiff broom is best to clear a path.

≈Know where the dock ladders are
located.
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≈Check jack stands to ensure they
haven’t moved, but don’t ever
attempt to move or adjust one
byyourself – that’s the marina’s
job. Do not tie off tarps to stands as
winds could pull them out.

Enter to Win $15,000: BoatUS Foundation and Berkley Recast & Recycle Contest
Aims to increase fishing line and soft bait recycling by tapping the public for ideas
ANNAPOLIS, Md., August 24,
primarily by donations from the
2020 – Have you ever wondered
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how old, discarded fishing line
of Boat Owners Association of
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There just has to be a better way.
About Pure Fishing:
baits and old fishing line? There’s $30,000 in cash
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Boating Safety and Clean Water
global provider of fishing tackle,
and Berkley have teamed up for a
lures, rods and reels with a
address any part of the process (or
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one-page graphic summary. Videos
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Contest rules and conditions,
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Gas Station Pump Labels Are
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Putting the Wrong Fuel in the Tank;
plastics and soft baits are recycled can
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Survey Reveals They Fail Miserably,
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Continued from page 1
website BoatUS.org/contest.
scale solution to keeping line out
of our waters and landfills where it
prohibited by federal law for use in
can remain a problem for birds and
Suggested Tweet and Facebook post:
recreational boat engines, off-road
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Have an innovative idea for
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Director of Outreach Alanna Keating.
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ments to the ethanol content warning
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The first-place prize is $15,000,
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