


O u r  Mis s io n  S t a t e m e n t

The Marine Resources Commission serves as 
stewards of Virginia's marine and aquat ic 

resources, and protectors of its t idal waters and 
homelands, for present  and future generat ions.  



W h e re  w e  a re  
h e a d q u a r t e re d

•The Commission is headquartered on Fort 
Monroe, VA
•Law Enforcement  Operates from 4 Area 
Offices

• Northern Area, Heathsville VA
• Middle Area, Gloucester  VA
• Southern Area, Newport  News Va
• Eastern Shore, Belle Haven VA
• Operat ions Center (Dispatch) located 

in  Newport  News



His t o ry o f VMRC

1897: OYSTER NAVY 
TR AN S F E R R R E D  TO  

F IS H E R IE S  
C O M M IS S IO N  

The four vessel Oyster 
Navy transferred to the 
Fisheries Commission.   

18 7 5 : VIR G IN IA 
F IS H E R IE S  

C O M M IS S IO N  
E S TAB LIS H E D

Act was passed for the 
appointment of an 

advisory Fish 
Commission.

18 6 4 : F IS H E R IE S  
E XP LO ITATIO N  -  

O YS TE R  N AVY

VA and MD established 
State Oyster Police 

Navies to enforce order, 
boundaries, and prevent 

poaching.

19 6 8 : VM R C  -  N E W  
N AM E , N E W  

M IS S IO N S

Legislative study 
recommended broadened 

mission for agency. 
Commission of Fisheries 

became the Marine 
Resources Commission.



Th e  
Co m m is s io n
(a k a  Bo a rd )

• Meets on the 4th Tuesday of every month*
• Consists of 8 members and the Chairman 

(Commissioner)
• Members, to the extent possible, shall 

representative of all areas of interest in 
Virginia’s marine resources, including 
commercial, recreational and environmental 
interest. 

• Powers:
⚬ Promulgate regulat ion and guidelines
⚬ Decide on protested wet lands, submerged 

lands, and aquaculture permit  applicat ions.



Habitat 
Management

VMRC Divis io n s

Fisheries 
Management

Administration 
and Finance

Shellfish 
Management

Law 
Enforcement



VMRC DEP ARTMENTS
H a b i t a t  Ma n a g e m e n t
Manage water bottoms in public trust for the 
citizens of the Commonwealth. The Habitat 
Management Division works with those who 
wish to use them for piers or water-dependent 
projects.

Fisheries Management
Manage marine fishing, both recreational and 
commercial. Work to create and maintain 
sustainable fisheries for the benefit of all 
anglers and the ecosystem.

O y s t e r  R e p le n is h m e n t
Manage the shellfish resources and shellfish 
harvest that occurs in Virginia’s tidal waters, 
including public oyster, clam, and private 
grounds leased for the propagation of 
shellfish. 

La w  E n f o r c e m e n t
The Virginia Marine Police exercise the powers 
and duties conferred upon them by the 
General Assembly.  Enforce marine fishery and 
habitat conservation laws and regulations.  
Have the same powers as sheriffs and other 
law-enforcement officers to enforce all of the 
criminal laws of the Commonwealth and 
regular conservation police officers.



•"Territorial sea" means 
t h e  w a t e r s  w it h in  t h e  
b e lt , t h r e e  n a u t ic a l  m ile s  
w id e , t h a t  is  a d ja c e n t  t o  
Vir g in ia 's  c o a s t  a n d  
s e a w a r d  o f t h e  m e a n  
lo w -w a t e r  m a r k . 

•To t a l  o f 7 ,2 13  m ile s  o f 
S h o r e lin e

•4  t id a l  r ive r s  r e a c h in g  a s  
fa r  a s  10 0  m ile s  in la n d

•3 ,2 0 0  s q . m ile s  o f w a t e r

VA Tid a l 
W a t e rs  An d  
Te rr it o r ia l Se a  
De fin e d  b y 
COV



Ma n a g in g  Ou r  Co a s t a l Ha b it a t s

SUBMERGED LANDS C O A S TA L D U N E S  A N D  
B E A C H E S

Protecting our 
communities from storms 
and floods and providing 
world class beaches.

W E TLA N D S  
M A N A G E M E N T

Providing key nursery 
habitats for our iconic 
fisheries and filtering 
pollutants each tide cycle.

Virginia's tidal water 
property managers, 
ensuring our waterways 
support world class 
boating, commerce, 
fishing, and recreation.



20 20  
Re c re a t io n a l 

Fis h in g
•25,080,912 LBS
•O VE R  7 5 0 ,0 0 0  A N G LE R S  
A N N U A LLY

20 20  
Co m m e rc ia l 

Se a fo o d
•O VE R  3 2 2 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  LB S . O F  
S E A F O O D  LA N D E D  IN  
VIR G IN IA
•O v e r  $ 2 15 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  
d o c k s id e  v a l u a t io n  o f  
p r o d u c t  l a n d e d



Virg in ia  
Oys t e r  
Ha rve s t



P u b l ic  Gr o u n d s  & Ty p e s  

• Approximately 251,000 Acres of 
Public Grounds (Baylor Survey)

• Baylor Grounds refer to public 
oyster grounds designated by a 
1894 survey to remain open to 
public shellfish harvesting.

P r iv a t e  Gr o u n d s  & Ty p e s  

• Approximately 126,000 Acres of 
Private Grounds Leased from 
the Commonwealth.

• $1.50 per acre since 1960 
(increased from $1.00 per acre)

• 2025 CPI Inflation value ~ $16.60 
per acre



OYSTER SANCTUARIES IN THE WATERS OF THE 
C O M M O N W E A LTH , W ITH  TH E  LA R G E S T B E IN G  

W R E C K S H O A L A T 7 4 6  A C R E S  

3 5



Shellfish 
Co n d e m n a t io n
Zo n e s



FISHERIES MANAGEMENT OVERVIEW:
STATE, REGIONAL, FEDERAL



Title 28.2. Fisheries and Habitat 
of the Tidal Waters

Agency 20. Marine Resources 
Commission



Saltwater Sport Fishing Tournament 
Advisory Committee

Apprentice Program Committee
Coming in 2026

Menhaden Management 
Advisory Committee 

(as needed)

Finfish Management 
Advisory Committee

Crab Management 
Advisory Committee

Commercial Fishing 
Advisory Board

-Marine Fisheries 
Improvement Fund

Recreational Fishing 
Advisory Board

-Saltwater Recreational 
Fishing Development 

Fund

Shellfish Management 
Advisory Committee

BOARD

VMRC STAFF



The Chesapeake Bay Stock Assessment Committee (CBSAC) combines the expertise of 
state representatives and scientists from the Chesapeake Bay region with federal fisheries 
scientists from the National Marine Fisheries Service’s Northeast and Southeast Fisheries 

Science Centers. This committee has met each year since 1997 to review the results of 
annual Chesapeake Bay blue crab surveys and harvest data, and to develop management 

advice for Chesapeake Bay jurisdictions: the state of Maryland, Commonwealth of 
Virginia, and the Potomac River Fisheries Commission (PRFC).

REGIONAL 
MANAGEMENT

The Chesapeake Bay Program is a unique regional partnership that has led and directed 
the restoration of the Chesapeake Bay since 1983. 



The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (Commission) was formed in 1942. The 
purpose of the Commission is:....to promote the better utilization of the fisheries, marine, 
shell and anadromous, of the Atlantic seaboard by the development of a joint program for 

the promotion and protection of such fisheries, and by the prevention of the physical 
waste of the fisheries from any cause. 

It is not the purpose....to authorize the states joining herein to limit the production of fish 
or fish products for the purpose of establishing or fixing the price thereof or creating and 

perpetuating monopoly.

REGIONAL 
MANAGEMENT



REGIONAL 
MANAGEMENT



REGIONAL 
MANAGEMENT



The Mid-Atlantic Council’s management authority extends from three to 200 miles off the 
coasts of New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, and Virginia. Although 
the Mid-Atlantic Council includes voting members from North Carolina, the South Atlantic 

Council has primary management authority over federal waters off the coast of North 
Carolina. 

FEDERAL 
MANAGEMENT









Questions?
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