	
	
	



URDF Research Plan & Budget
Template
Use this template to describe your proposed research experience and explain how the Undergraduate Research & Discovery Fund support will be used. Complete all sections and save this document as a PDF before uploading it to the application.

Student Name: _______________________________________
Research Title: _______________________________________
Faculty Mentor: ______________________________________

The proposal narrative should be written in a separate document and appended to this form. The narrative guidelines follows those set forth by the National Science Foundation’s Graduate Research Fellowship Program and the W&M Charles Center Summer Research Grants Program. 

The narrative should detail the proposed research project and must include the following sections (with associated headers):
· Research Title: Provide a clear title for your proposed research project or research experience. 
· Research Plan: Describe the research project or research experience you are proposing, including:
· The research idea and proposed approach
· The work you will undertake and your role in the research
· Resources needed to participate in or complete the research
· What you hope to learn or accomplish through the experience
· Significance & Learning: Why is this research meaningful? What do you hope to learn or accomplish? Briefly explain how the experience connects to your academic interests, including your interest in Coastal & Marine Sciences
· Broader Impacts: Explain the potential to benefit society, the environment, education, or the broader field of Coastal & Marine Science.
Proposal narratives should:
· Be no more than two pages in length.
· Be prepared on 8.5 × 11-inch pages with 1-inch margins on all sides. Use 11-point Times New Roman (or similar) font with 12-point line spacing throughout the application.
· Do not include headers, footers, or page numbers.
· Include all figures, tables, captions, and references within the page limit.
· Use clear section headings to organize the proposal and make the required components easy to identify.
· Not direct reviewers to external websites or other materials for information needed to evaluate the proposal.
· Include references in the text (specifically in the ‘research plan’ section) and listed in a References Cited section within the page limit.




Budget
For each expense, the template requests that the student include:
· Expense/Item — What will you purchase or pay for?
· Purpose — How is the expense related to your research experience?
· Amount — Estimated cost
· Other Funding — In the Budget Notes section, identify any portion of the expense that will be covered by another funding source, if applicable
· Budget Justification — In the Budget Notes section, explain why the requested expenses are necessary and how URDF support will enable or enhance the student’s research experience. 
The budget should be specific enough for the review committee to understand exactly how Award support would be used. Award amounts vary, with the Spencer Field Research Award of $5000 and the two annual Nichols Marine Field Science Awards at $2500 each. Applicants requesting more than $2500 in their budget request will need to indicate how other funds can be used to support unmet need if they are provided with a $2500 Nichols Award.
List the expenses for which you are requesting URDF.  Include only expenses directly related to the proposed research experience. ADD ROWS as needed
	Expense
	Purpose
	Amount

	[Expense]
	[How it supports the project]
	$________


	[Expense]
	[How it supports the project]
	$________


	[Expense]
	[How it supports the project]
	$________


	[Expense]

	[How it supports the project]

	$________


	[Expense]

	[How it supports the project]

	$________


	[Expense]
	[How it supports the project]
	$________


	
	Total Budget
	$________




Budget notes/justification: Briefly explain any expenses that may not be self-explanatory. If you have other funding for this project, indicate how the Spencer Family Fund would complement that support.
[Type your response here.]
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