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Three species of fiddler crabs 1 Watching fiddler crabs can be enjoyable, entertaining
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them apart in the field...
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Uca minax, the red-jointed fiddler,
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smooth cordgrass, Spﬂ:ﬂ‘lnﬂ. alterniflora. It is the only EF Constiiciion keadiies 0 Temp;'ai_ure
ﬂddle{ capable of spending its entire adult life in fresh S O Weather conditions |
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water, It cats detritus, but also scavenges larger items,
including other fiddlers, Adult red-jointed fiddlers can
reach a carapace ;vidth of 38 mm (1.5 inches). .
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The Reserves - -

+ The York River sites of the Chesapeake Bay National L |

Estuarine Research Reserve in Virginia span the estuary !
color. The males lack a ridge on their major claw. Sand ) : - =
from fresh water to the salty Bay, representing the diverse =

Uca pugilator, the sand fiddler, has a light brown
carapace that occasionally bears a purple sploich of

fiddlers, as the name implies, live in sandy, brackish-
water Salicornia-Distichlis (saltwort-saltgrass) high
marshes. Their mouthparts have evolved for feeding on
detritus on the coarse sand. Sand fiddlers grow to 26

plant and animal communities found along this environ-
mental gradient. The Reserve is a cooperative program of
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and
the Commonwealth of Virginia and is managed by the
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Ura pugnax, the marsh fiddler, has a blue tinge to the [ William and Mary. ; !

top of its carapace and eyestalks. The males have a ' ' Aﬁdd gmdﬂfor s
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They prefer the drier, upper intertidal area, among the

scrape detritus from the fine sediments in mud. The

mingle. Marsh fiddlers grow to 23 mm (0.9 inches).







