Speaker’s Notes: Drumming Ground Reef, Rappahannock River - Recruit Abundance
Contact Mr. P.G. Ross (pg@vims.edu) for additional information or questions regarding these data.

Drumming Ground Reef, Rappahannock River

Average spat per m? per week
www.vims.edu/mollusc/NORM

400
2006
350
300
250
200

150

100

n
o

Average spat per m?2 per week (standard error of the mean)

0

|
6/1/2006 6/24/2006 7/17/2006  8/9/2006  9/2/2006 9/25/2006 10/18/2006

- - = - sii - - — —
IR N R NN TN N R S SN |
I I I

Collection date

Settlement collectors consisting of arrays of ceramic tiles were deployed within 10 m of reef
surfaces throughout the season. Oyster spat settling on tiles were examined under a microscope in
the laboratory. Thistechniqueis used to give an index of actual settlement on the reef surface.

M oderate settlement was observed for 2006 relative to patterns from 2004-2005. Higher
settlements rates over a much longer period were seen. Similar trends were observed to varying
degrees at most reefs being monitored during 2006.
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