Speaker’'s Notes: Parrot’s Rock Reef, Rappahannock River - Veliger Abundance

Contact Dr. Roger Mann (rmann@vims.edu) for additional information or questions regarding these data.

Parrot's Rock Reef, Rappahannock River
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Collection date

Oyster veligers were present in the water column near Parrot’s Rock Reef from mid June through mid
September 2004. Veliger abundance was highest during July and early August with two pulses in
veliger abundance observed; 1 each during the second week of July and August. Veliger abundance
within an estuary should be highest 2-3 weeks after a spawning event and 1-2 weeks before a recruit-
ment event. Thetemporal pattern of veliger abundance observed near Parrot’s Rock Reef indicatesthat
spawning occured in the river from mid June through mid July and multiple spawns may have oc-
curred.
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