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The sedimentological signature and preservation potential of short-term changes 
in  
terrestrial signals (e.g. flooding, earthquakes, and land-use) on a shallow 
shelf remains  
largely unknown. The mid-shelf depocenter of the Waipaoa sediment dispersal 
system is  
an ideal setting to investigate preservation of terrestrial sedimentary signals 
and to  
develop chronostratigraphic models that have far-reaching applicability in 
deciphering  
short-term forcing fluctuations. We believe significant advances can be made at 
the  
Waipaoa because of the wealth of terrestrial data already available, its small 
and  
relatively closed system, and its chronological constraints. We hope to devise 
hypotheses  
and testing methodology that examine elemental questions about how terrestrial 
events  
may appear and be preserved in a marine depositional basin, and how this may be  
modeled in modular form and ultimately exported to more generic and large-scale 
basin  
models. As such, the Waipaoa workshop offers an excellent opportunity to refine  



proposed field plans to dovetail with the ongoing work of our New Zealand 
colleagues  
and to speak directly with possible collaborators in the modeling community. 
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