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What is the Virginia 

CZM Program? 

ÅVirginiaôs laws and 

policies that protect its 

coastal resources 
 

ÅAuthorized under the 

federal Coastal Zone 

Management Act of 1972 
 

ÅVA CZM established in 

1986 as a network of 

state agencies and local 

governments 
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Executive Order 

  10 Goals of the VA CZM Program 

Coastal Resource Protection 
 

1) To protect and restore native coastal habitats and species. 

 

2) To restore and maintain the quality of all coastal waters. 

 

3) To protect air quality.  

 

4) To reduce or prevent losses of coastal habitat, life, and property.  
 

Coastal Resource Sustainable Use 
 

5) To provide for sustainable wild fisheries and aquaculture.  

 

6) To promote sustainable ecotourism and to increase and improve 
public access.  

 

7) To promote renewable energy production and provide for 
appropriate extraction of energy and mineral resources. 
 

Coastal Management Coordination 
 

8)  To ensure sustainable development and support access for water-
dependent development through effective coordination of 
governmental planning processes.  

 

9) To avoid and minimize coastal resource use conflicts through 
research, planning, and a forum for coordination among agencies, 
interest groups, and citizens.  

 
10) To promote informed decision-making by maximizing availability of 

up-to-date information, technical advice, and scientific data.  

 



Benefits of a Federally Approved 

Coastal Zone Management Program 

 

ÅAuthority to require that all 

federal actions and 

activities affecting natural 

resources of Virginia's  

coastal zone be 

consistent with the 

enforceable policies of the 

Virginia CZM Program.  

Å  Annual grant awards of about $3 million per year. 



Twenty years of CZM investment in 

blue and green infrastructure  

planning 



Special Area Management 

Planning 

 Southern Watershed Area Management Plan 

 (SWAMP) 

 

 Dragon Run  

 



Conservation Corridors 

ÅExpand the 

Conservation 

Corridor 

Planning 

Concept 

beyond the 

SAMPs 



Coastal VEVA 

 
Synthesis of state 

conservation 

priorities 



Coastal GEMS 
(Geospatial & Educational Mapping System) 

Launched February 2007 
 

Connects users to a growing 

inventory of  

Å water and land based natural   

   resource data (blue-green   infrastructure) 

Å conservation planning tools 

Å examples of good coastal 

   planning decisions  
 

Promotes community involvement in 

coastal land and water conservation 

decisions through 

Å fact sheets (coastal resource   

   values, laws and policies) 

Å direct links to agencies  

   responsible for current data 



Local Implementation 

ÅSupport for 8 

Coastal 

Planning 

Districts 

 

 



CZM Blue-Green Infrastructure Goals 

ÅGoal:  A 

Coastal 

Zone-wide 

network of 

identified and 

protected 

blue and 

green 

infrastructure 


