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Notice: The information contained in this document is treated as confidential information and will not be disclosed to those other than the individuals engaged in the evaluation and approval process without the permission of the inventor(s), except where required by law.
1.
Name(s), Addresses, Phone Number(s) and Social Security Number(s) of Inventor(s)/Originator(s):  (List those who have contributed to either the conception and/or the reduction to practice of the invention.  If you’re not sure about someone, list them.)

PRIVATE 
FULL NAME
(First , Middle,  Last)
ADDRESS
(Street, City, State, Zip)
PHONE NUMBER

(Area Code & Phone Number)
SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER/

Country of Citizenship





















2.
Title of the original work or invention:

3.
Type of work:
       Invention
       Software
       Book




       Article
       Video
       Other

4.
Origin of the work: Was the invention the result of a government contract, grant (company or government) or any other outside involvement?         Yes         No


If ‘yes’, please list the agency and contract number, if any.

5.
Commercial Assessment: Has any company expressed an interest in purchasing your work or do you know of any company which may be interested in this work?


Please provide company name, address, phone number and point of contact:

Note:
For those works which are not inventions or software, please attach a copy of your work and proceed to question 17.
6.
Statutory subject matter: Is the invention a:



       Machine


       Article of manufacture (A new product)



       Composition of matter


       Process



       New use of a known composition of matter


       An improvement to an existing product or process

7.
Statutory Bars:


A.
Has the invention been displayed in public?



       Yes (when)                                                          


       No


B.
Has the invention been described in a publication such as an abstract for a technical meeting, a scientific paper or press release?



       Yes (when)                                                          


       No


C.
Has the invention been described orally at a public meeting?



       Yes (when)                                                          


       No


D.
Do you intend to present or publish the invention within the next six (6) months?



       Yes (when)                                                          


       No


E.
Has the invention been offered for sale?  (Note:  The answer to this question is ‘yes’ if the invention was offered for sale and the customer did not purchase the invention.)



       Yes (when)                                                          


       No

8.
Have you disclosed this invention to anyone either orally or by written communication?


       Yes (when)                                                          

       No


If ‘yes’ did you do it under a non-disclosure agreement?


       Yes


       No

9.
Field of the Invention.  Describe the technical area under which the invention could be classified.

10.
Background of the Invention.


A.
What problem were you trying to solve?  If you have any relevant technical publications which discuss the problem, please attach them to the back of this form and label them as ‘Question 10A’

B.  
How have others tried to solve this problem in the past?  (There is no absolutely ‘new’ problem - only variations of old problems.  Thus, how has this problem been solved in the past?  The answer to this question is critical in the filing of your application.  If you have any relevant publications or have reference citations, please attach them to the back of this form and label them as ‘Question 10B’.)


C.
How has the prior solution failed to completely solve this problem?  (What are the shortcomings of the prior solutions, in terms of solving the problem?  You are not required to answer why others failed just how they failed.)

11.
In 25 words or less, describe your solution to the problem.

12.
A.
If applicable, depict your solution using at least one drawing.  (You may sketch your drawings by hand but computer generated is preferred.)  Please label each physical or functional element with reference numbers, such as 10, 11, etc.  Attach your drawings to this form and label as ‘Question 12 A’.


B.
Referring to the drawing(s), describe how your solution works.  Describe each and every physical or functional element, focusing on how the elements interact with each other to solve the problem discussed in question 10.  


If you do not have drawings, but have more than one aspect to your invention please describe here.  Also, if one particular aspect to practicing your invention works better than another aspect to your invention, please provide enough detail to enable someone else to duplicate the preferred invention.

13.
Novelty.  Describe the functional and/or structural differences between your solution and the prior solution.  (Note:  The more your solution differs from the prior solution, the more likely it is that your invention is patentable.  Thus, select the most important structural and/or functional differences and discuss them in detail.)

14.
Nonobviousness.  Why do you believe your solution would not have been obvious to another inventor working on the same problem at the same time?  (List all of the reasons.  As a hint, compare the old approach to your new approach.)

15.
Reduction to Practice.  Provide examples of your experimental work. In addition to providing examples and data for what worked , also provide examples for experiments which you tried and did not work.  If the invention is a concept, provide an example of how one would carry out the invention.  Attach these examples as a separate paper and label as ‘Question 15’.

16.
Utility.  What are the possible uses for the invention?

17.
Signatures of the Inventors.


Name:                                                                                                  


Name:                                                                                                  

Name:                                                                                                  

Name:                                                                                                  
18.
Lastly, while most researchers keep notes and records to document their work and discoveries, they are often in a form that is NOT acceptable in a patent court as a valid ‘conception record’ to prove when the invention was first conceived.  By completing both blocks of the following ‘Execution of Witnesses’, a conception record is established.  The date of witnessing gives a fall back position if earlier records and dates are not acceptable.

EXECUTION OF WITNESSES
This invention was first explained to me by the inventors:

on the                day of                                 , 19         and understood by me, and/or the attached disclosure was read by me on the                   day of                                  , 19     .

Signature of Witness




Date

This invention was first explained to me by the inventors:

on the                day of                                 , 19         and understood by me, and/or the attached disclosure was read by me on the                   day of                                  , 19     .

Signature of Witness




Date

